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TEXT:  Ephesians 2:1-5 THEME:  AWAKE—KNOW THE GIFT 
 
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live 
when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, 
the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  All of us also lived 
among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its 
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.  But 
because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ 
even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.  
 

 “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins.”  Dead.  We know 
about death, don’t we?  In 2018, our Trinity church family has held four funerals and 
we’re only in the seventh week of the year. I don’t mean to be insensitive here, but 
what a can a dead person do for him or herself, lying in a casket?  Corpses can’t 
move.  Dead people can’t do anything; they are totally unable to help themselves. 
God tells us we are dead spiritually, and he gives us proof. 
 
The proof is that we have sinful thoughts, desires, and actions.  Our very nature—
our hearts, minds, and attitudes—are tainted to the core.  We seek to gratify “the 
cravings of our sinful nature and follow its desires and thoughts.”  Whether 
they are open or secret, blatant or subtle, sinful thoughts and actions infect every 
man, woman, and child since the fall into sin.  Sin is an inherited condition, just like 
blue eyes and brown hair.  We bring it with us from birth.  And it rightly earns us the 
anger of a holy and just God.  With Paul, we too need to say, “Like the rest, we 
were by nature objects of wrath.”  We can expect nothing but the harshest 
punishment, and that for all eternity. 
 
This would be a terrifying chapter if not for the fact that Paul can continue with a 
“but.”  That three letter conjunction is the pivotal point of this chapter, yes, of the 
whole letter—in fact, of all of Scripture.  Humankind has made a terrible mess of 
things.  In our wickedness and perversity all people are at odds with God.  By nature 
we are all spiritually dead and enemies of God.  We all deserve the severest 
punishment.   
 
 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive 
with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you 
have been saved.  These verses contain three enormously important words that 
give us a look into the heart and mind of our God.   
 
The first is love—agape love.  This is love and affection that is totally one-way.  It all 
comes from God.  Nothing in man the sinner,  the God-hater, the spiritual corpse, 
drew God to him.  Love resided only in the heart of God. 
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The second is mercy, God’s desire to NOT give us what we deserve.  Mercy is an 
attitude in the heart and mind of God that moves him to take pity on us when he 
sees our lost and wretched state.  Mercy prompts him to action.  That action “made 
us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions.”   
Paul here is referring to the miracle of conversion.  When we could not lift a finger to 
help ourselves, God through Word and sacrament worked faith in our hearts, 
creating life where formerly there had been none.  The third word is grace, but we’ll 
look at that concept more closely in our next devotion. 
 
REPONSE SONG  In the Garden 
 
TEXT:  Ephesians 2:6-9 THEME:  ALIVE—OWN THE GIFT 
 

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 
realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show 
the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in 
Christ Jesus.  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 
this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no 
one can boast.  
 
Paul now gives center stage to the concept of grace.  Like love and mercy, 
grace is a term that gives us a glimpse into the heart and mind of God.  Grace 
speaks of a quality in God that makes him willing—yes, even eager—to give 
us undeserving sinners great and precious gifts.  If you substitute “undeserved 
gift” for the term “grace” you can better catch the sense of what Paul is telling 
the Ephesians and us:  “It is an undeserved gift that through faith you have 
been saved, for God gave you saving faith as a gift.” 
 
Remember, we were dead in transgressions and sins.  We could not bring 
ourselves to faith; on our own, we cannot decide to trust God’s promises and 
accept Christ as our Savior.  Paul nails this truth down and hammers it home 
with three unmistakably clear statements.  Our conversion from unbelief to 
faith is 
1) not from ourselves 
2) the gift of God 
3) not by works. 
With two negatives and a positive, Paul leaves absolutely no doubt that the 
sinner’s conversion is God’s doing, not man’s.  As a result, “no one can 
boast.”   
 
God has given you the gift of faith and new life.  It is yours.  But don’t leave 
that gift unopened sitting on a shelf somewhere.  Don’t use it only for one hour 
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every week or so.  Use it daily.  You will never wear it out or use it up.  We’ll 
look more at how to use God’s gift in our daily lives in our next devotion. 
 
RESPONSE SONG  Worthy 
 
TEXT:  Ephesians 2:10 THEME:  ADVANCE—MAKE KNOWN THE GIFT 
 

For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  
 
With our new God-given spiritual life, we are indeed able to respond positively 
to God’s will.  We are able to do what God’s wants, even though we do it 
imperfectly on this earth.  It is not that we have to, but rather that we want to 
do God’s will.  The good works that flow from faith are simply an opportunity to 
show our appreciation for all that God in Christ has done for us.  The Apostle 
John summed this up beautifully when he wrote:  “We love because he first 
loved us” (1 John 4:19).   
 
And what does God want?  God “wants all men to be saved and to come to 
a knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 2:4).  So we are to do everything we can to 
bring God’s Good News—the saving Gospel—to as many people as possible.  
We do that through our prayers, the way we live, the way we speak, our 
personal invitations, our talents used in God’s service, our financial support of 
home and world missions, of worker training, and I could go on and on.   
 
But even the good deeds we do are no basis for boasting.  They are really not 
our own doing; we’re simply being given the opportunity to do the good things 
“which God prepared in advance for us to do.”   
 
Paul has certainly made his point:  Our salvation is totally and completely the 
gift of a loving, merciful, and gracious God.  We did nothing, and we have no 
grounds for boasting.  And we have a purpose in this life—to do the “good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  Amen. 
 
RESPONSE SONG  I Will Sing 
 


